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I ask all Members to join me in honoring an 

extraordinary woman of California’s 29th Con-
gressional District, Eva Arrighi, for her excep-
tional service to the community. 
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HONORING RICHARD LEE 
LAWRENCE 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2012 

Mr. GRIFFITH of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit these remarks in honor of Richard Lee 
Lawrence, a devoted servant to the Roanoke 
Valley and the legal community of western Vir-
ginia, who passed away unexpectedly on 
March 19, 2012. 

Born and raised in Roanoke, Richard was 
an active member of Scout Troop 21, where 
he attained the rank of Eagle Scout. He was 
always proud of this achievement. He regu-
larly spoke about how important his scouting 
skills were to his overall education. 

A graduate of Jefferson High School, Roa-
noke College, and Washington and Lee 
School of Law, Richard also served in the 
United States Marine Corps. He was a pas-
sionate student of American history, particu-
larly the American Civil War, and also greatly 
enjoyed immersing himself in the various cul-
tures of the world. 

Above all else, Richard was dedicated to his 
work. He took great pride in the fact that he 
worked each day since his first newspaper job 
as a young boy. Despite being a pillar of the 
legal bar in the Roanoke Valley, Richard was 
never too busy to mentor young lawyers, in-
cluding myself and my wife. As a boy, Richard 
was unfortunately the target of many bullies. 
Thankfully, he turned that resentment into a 
desire to fight for the ‘‘little guy.’’ Many con-
tend he will be best remembered for his dedi-
cation to the people who did not have an ad-
vocate or a voice. 

While I knew Richard as a lawyer and 
friend, I was unaware of his dedication to at-
tending church on Sundays. The priest at 
Richard’s funeral made note that over the last 
five years he could count the number of times 
Richard had missed church on one hand. Al-
ways open and candid about his short-
comings, Richard’s faithful devotion is hum-
bling. 

My thoughts and prayers go out to Richard’s 
family and friends. I am honored to pay tribute 
to his many contributions to the community. 
His legacy and influence will be long remem-
bered across the Roanoke Valley and through-
out Southwest Virginia. 
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Wednesday, March 28, 2012 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, in any success-
ful office, there is always one person you need 
to be able to trust to make sure that things are 
done in the right way and on time. From the 
beginning of my service in Congress, that per-
son in my office was my executive assistant, 

Geraldine ‘‘Gerry’’ Cashin. On the occasion of 
her retirement, I want to offer my personal 
thanks to Gerry for the dedicated and loyal 
service that she has given to me, the people 
of Alabama, and the citizens of our nation. 
Gerry was first with me in my law practice in 
Alabama and when I was elected to the 
House, I knew that I wanted her to come to 
Washington to help me with the challenge of 
setting up a new congressional office. Her or-
ganizational skills and personal concern for 
constituents helped our office to quickly estab-
lish a reputation for service and responsive-
ness. Gerry set a high standard with her dedi-
cation to her work and her attention to detail, 
and many of my staffers who have gone on to 
success in future endeavors have given credit 
to the lessons they learned from Gerry. Almost 
every day, the seemingly ‘‘impossible’’ was 
asked of Gerry and she unfailingly delivered, 
perfecting along the way such wry and leg-
endary office phrases as ‘‘I’m sorry that hap-
pened’’ and ‘‘Never give a man something you 
haven’t made a copy of.’’ During the great 
challenges in Congress during recent years— 
from 9/11 to the financial crisis—Gerry stood 
as a rock of stability and a voice of calm and 
continuity. She has friends all over Capitol Hill 
and in Birmingham, and my wife Linda and I 
consider her to be part of our family for her 
many years of loyal service and heartfelt 
friendship. While the institutional knowledge 
that Gerry acquired cannot be replaced, my 
office’s loss is the gain of her daughters 
Amanda and Diane and her grandsons John 
and Tom, with whom she will happily be 
spending much more time, and perhaps a gain 
for her tennis game as well. It is a pleasure for 
me to extend this public and well-deserved 
tribute to a servant of the people and a very 
dear friend, Gerry Cashin. 
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ELBRA WEDGEWORTH 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2012 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud the Honorable 
Elbra Wedgeworth for receiving the Commu-
nity Impact Award from Metro Volunteers. 

As an East Denver native, Elbra 
Wedgeworth has been a leader in Denver City 
Government for the past twenty-six years. In 
addition to her government service, some of 
her volunteer activities include Host Com-
mittee Member of the 2022 Denver Winter 
Olympics, 2011 Denver Region Sustainable 
Communities Executive Committee and found-
er of the African American Cultural Consortium 
and several other Boards and Councils. 

The Honorable Elbra Wedgeworth is a high-
ly admired individual who deserves recognition 
from the community for her leadership and the 
example she sets for others through her self-
less service to those in need. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to my 
friend the Honorable Elbra Wedgeworth for 
this well deserved recognition by Metro Volun-
teers. Thank you for making our community a 
better place for all of us. 

HONORING JENNIFER L. SMITH 

HON. PAUL RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2012 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, my 
colleague, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and I want to take 
a moment to recognize the retirement of Jen-
nifer L. Smith, CBO’s Associate General 
Counsel. Ms. Smith is retiring after more than 
32 years of service to the Congress. 

She began her career at the Senate in 
1979. While working for the Secretary of the 
Senate, she attended law school at night and 
became one of the Senate’s Assistant Parlia-
mentarians. She served as an Assistant Coun-
sel for the House Budget Committee, the Gen-
eral Counsel for the Senate Budget Com-
mittee, and the Deputy General Counsel for 
CBO. In 2006, she returned to the Senate 
Parliamentarian’s Office as the Senate Prece-
dents Editor, and in 2010 returned to CBO as 
the Associate General Counsel. 

In each of her roles, Ms. Smith worked tire-
lessly to ensure that the decisions of each of-
fice were carefully researched, well reasoned, 
and fully documented. 

As an attorney for CBO, Ms. Smith ensured 
that CBO’s estimates of legislation were based 
on a solid understanding of the law. Her skills 
as an attorney have been highlighted in the di-
verse issues she has worked on while at 
CBO, ranging from immigration to social secu-
rity to lease-purchase issues. Her knowledge 
of appropriations law, copyright law, and the 
ethics rules of the House of Representatives 
rivals those of the most acknowledged experts 
in those fields. 

Ms. Smith’s excellent work has been recog-
nized throughout her career. In 2005, as 
CBO’s Deputy General Counsel, she received 
a CBO Director’s Award for outstanding per-
formance. And she has received a number of 
other awards recognizing her outstanding con-
tributions at CBO. 

Ms. Smith has exemplified CBO’s high 
standard of professionalism, objectivity, and 
nonpartisanship. She has been a wise coun-
selor and a frequent mentor. As important as 
the quality of her work, Ms. Smith’s value as 
a colleague is unmatched. Her unfailing sense 
of humor, dependability, loyalty and her prow-
ess on the softball field will not be forgotten. 

We thank Jennifer Smith and commend her 
for her many years of dedicated, faithful, and 
outstanding service to CBO, to Congress, and 
to the American people. We wish her all the 
best in her well-deserved retirement. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES COMMISSION ON AN 
OPEN SOCIETY WITH SECURITY 
ACT OF 2012 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2012 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, as the cherry 
blossom season begins, bringing thousands of 
Americans here, I rise to reintroduce the 
United States Commission on an Open Soci-
ety with Security Act of 2012. The bill ex-
presses an idea I began working on when the 
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